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 ABSTRACT 

This article provides a philosophical analysis of the stages of formation and 
development of the relationship between knowledge and faith in Medieval and 
Modern Western philosophy. Specifically, it illuminates the interplay between 
reason and faith within the teachings of Christian philosophy, Patristics, and 
Scholasticism. Furthermore, it examines the formation of significant philosophical 
movements such as rationalism and empiricism, which arose under the influence of 
scientific progress in the Modern era, and analyzes their contributions to the theory 
of knowledge.  
Keywords:  Scholasticism, Patristics, rationalism, empiricism, knowledge, faith, 
Christian philosophy, theory of knowledge, Western philosophy, methodology, 
thought. 

 
Introduction. Medieval Western philosophy developed primarily under the influence of the Christian 

religion and church ideology. During this period, philosophy was not regarded as an independent science 
but as the theoretical foundation and an auxiliary tool of theology. Philosophical inquiries were primarily 
directed toward comprehending divine truth, interpreting sacred texts, and providing logical justification 
for religious doctrines. Consequently, the relationship between reason and faith became one of the central 
issues in the philosophy of this period. 

In the Middle Ages, philosophical movements such as Scholasticism and Patristics were formed, 
which served to theoretically strengthen the Christian worldview. Although faith held a dominant position 
in these teachings, the importance of reason in understanding divine truth was also recognized. 

In the modern era, a fundamental shift occurred in human thought as a result of the rapid 
advancement of science, geographical discoveries, and the development of the natural sciences. Approaches 
based on observation, experimentation, and logical analysis in understanding nature grew stronger. 
Consequently, philosophical movements such as rationalism and empiricism were formed, and new 
perspectives on the role of reason and experience in the process of cognition emerged. This process marked 
the transition of Western philosophy from a theocentric approach to an anthropocentric and scientific 
worldview. 

Main Body. Augustine of Hippo, one of the major figures of medieval Christian philosophy, argued 
that true philosophy and true religion are not mutually exclusive. In his view, the human mind serves to 
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comprehend divine truth, while faith is the primary spiritual force that guides the mind toward that truth. 
Augustine explained the relationship between knowledge and faith through the principle, "I believe in order 
to understand." According to this approach, a person first draws near to the truth through faith, and then, 
with the help of reason, comprehends it more deeply. 

His work, The City of God (Ilohiy shahar), is considered one of the most important sources in the 
philosophy of history. In this work, human history is interpreted as a struggle between two opposing 
principles: the divine city and the earthly city. Augustine formulated a theocentric approach to history, 
explaining historical processes as being based on a divine plan. This idea later had a profound influence on 
the development of Western philosophy of history. 

Thomas Aquinas, as the most prominent representative of scholastic philosophy, systematized it 
theoretically. He harmonized Aristotle's teachings with Christian theology, advancing a new approach to 
the relationship between reason and faith. In his view, reason and faith are not in opposition but are two 
important sources of knowledge that complement each other. While reason provides knowledge about 
nature and the material world, faith makes it possible to comprehend divine truths that are beyond human 
intellect. 

Thus, the views of Augustine and Thomas Aquinas served as a crucial theoretical foundation for 
shaping the relationship between knowledge and faith in medieval Western philosophy. Their legacy 
continued to exert a powerful influence on the development of philosophy, theology, and epistemology in 
subsequent eras. 

In the philosophy of the modern era, Francis Bacon holds a special place as a thinker who 
fundamentally renewed the methodology of science. He criticized the limitations of scholastic thought and 
advanced an empirical method based on observation, experience, and experimentation in the process of 
cognition. In Bacon's view, the source of true knowledge is not abstract reasoning, but practical experience 
and the direct study of nature. He termed the false perceptions that hinder human thought "idols" and 
emphasized that freeing oneself from them is a crucial condition for scientific knowledge. His famous idea, 
"Knowledge is power," expresses the decisive importance of science in human life and societal progress. 
This approach later served as a solid theoretical foundation for the development of the experimental natural 
sciences. 

René Descartes, as the founder of modern rationalism, substantiated the primary role of reason in the 
process of cognition. He employed doubt as a method for attaining truth, emphasizing the necessity of 
critically re-examining all knowledge. Descartes' famous thesis, "Cogito, ergo sum" — "I think, therefore I 
am," established human consciousness and thought as the most reliable foundation of knowledge. 
According to him, reason and logical thinking are the primary means of comprehending truth. By applying 
the analytical method, deductive reasoning, and mathematical precision to philosophy, Descartes made a 
tremendous contribution to the development of modern rationalist philosophy. 

Thus, the views of Francis Bacon and René Descartes formed two important directions in the theory 
of knowledge in modern Western philosophy—empiricism and rationalism—creating a solid 
methodological foundation for the development of modern science. 

Baruch Spinoza is considered one of the major thinkers who developed the ideas of monism and 
determinism in modern Western philosophy. In his philosophical doctrine, being consists of a single, 
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infinite substance, which he called God or Nature (Deus sive Natura). According to Spinoza, God and 
nature are not two separate realities, but rather different expressions of one single, unified essence. 
Therefore, all things and phenomena in the world are considered forms of manifestation of this single 
substance. 

According to Spinoza's monistic doctrine, only one substance exists at the foundation of being, which 
is its own cause and does not require any external factor. He views humanity, nature, and the universe as 
integral parts of a single system. This perspective allows for the understanding of the relationship between 
nature and humanity from a holistic philosophical viewpoint. 

In addition, Spinoza also profoundly substantiated the idea of determinism. In his view, all processes 
in the universe occur based on specific cause-and-effect laws, and no coincidences exist. Each event is 
determined by a chain of preceding causes. In this sense, human thoughts, feelings, and actions are also 
subject to universal natural laws. These views of Spinoza later had a significant influence on the 
development of metaphysics, ontology, and the theory of knowledge. 

Conclusion. Medieval Western philosophy is primarily characterized by the primacy of faith. During 
this period, philosophy was subordinated to theology, with divine revelation and religious belief recognized 
as the primary sources of knowledge. The main purpose of philosophical reflection was to logically 
substantiate Christian doctrines and strengthen faith. For this reason, reason and logic were not seen as 
independent means of cognition, but rather as auxiliary tools serving to explain religious truths. 

Modern philosophy, in contrast, is distinguished by the ascendancy of science and rational thought. 
During this era, human intellect, observation, experimentation, and logical analysis emerged as the primary 
tools of the cognitive process. The empirical and rational approaches developed by thinkers such as Francis 
Bacon, René Descartes, and Baruch Spinoza expanded the potential for studying the laws of nature on a 
scientific basis. As a result, philosophy gradually broke free from the influence of theology and became an 
independent field of theoretical knowledge. 

This historical process created a solid foundation for the formation of modern science in Western 
civilization. The development of scientific methodology, the expansion of experimental research, and the 
strengthening of a rational worldview provided a major impetus for the advancement of industry, 
engineering, and technology. In this sense, the transition from the Middle Ages to the Modern Era is 
regarded not only as a pivotal moment in the history of philosophy but also as a crucial turning point in the 
development of all human civilization. 
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